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President‘s Message

Dear colleagues and friends of the ESFR,

The preparation for the next Conference in Lillehammer on the topic of “Fami-
lies in Changing Europe: Challenges, Confl icts and Intervention” is underway, 
the website is now open and you will fi nd information about the call for papers 
and the program structure at the address http://www.congrex.no/esfr2012. 

We have a nice opportunity to return to the North of Europe and I strongly recommend you invite col-
leagues from your institutions to join the Conference, and that you disseminate information about this 
important event.

In the past few months, I have received emails from colleagues around Europe and also from other non 
European countries who are interested in joining the ESFR. It’s another sign of the vitality of the Society 
that is growing, slowly but with continuity.

Recently, the fi rst issue for 2011 of Family Science was published. Similar to the former issues, I’ve found 
the quality of the papers impressive, and I think we should really be proud of it. I’ve also noticed that the 
large majority of the papers were prepared by psychologist colleagues. I really hope that family scientists 
from other disciplines can also choose Family Science as an outlet for their research in order to improve the 
multidisciplinary spirit that underlies our Society.

The new year is coming up, and while our attention is mainly focused on the new Conference, other activi-
ties are in preparation: the renewal of the web-site, the strengthening of research networks across Europe, 
the organisation of a summer school for students. Anyone who would 
like to make a contribution or make suggestions is welcome and can 
directly contact me.

Finally, I would like to remind you to renew your ESFR individual 
membership for 2012 - 2013. The benefi ts of ESFR membership are 
noteworthy and it’s an essential means to supporting the Society.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all of you!

Camillo Regalia
President of the ESFR
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The Congress will take place in Lillehammer, Norway, from September 26th to September 29th, 2012. The 
Congress is being organised by the Norwegian Social Research Institute (www.nova.no) and the Institute 
for Social Research (www.socialresearch.no).

The congress website is now open http://www.congrex.no/esfr2012

Congress objectives and themes:

Demographic changes such as rapid population ageing and low fertility rates along with the current eco-
nomic crisis, increased migration and a larger variety in family formations have led to new research inter-
ests in family practices and family policy.

The 6th ESFR Congress will focus on changes and challenges which these large-scale social and economic 
trends raise according to the welfare policy, family forms, family legislation, different care regimes and in-
tervention programs. The variety in how European welfare systems and family policies interpret and meet 
these changes makes comparative perspectives and research on families in Europe a rich fi eld of investiga-
tion. We therefore invite researchers to expose their research on distinctive family forms, child care and 
care for the elderly, intervention programs and best practices as well as critical family policy questions and 
changing ideational foundations of family forms and policies. We also welcome perspectives on theoretical 
and methodological challenges when doing research on families in changing Europe.

Key note speakers (confi rmed):

Prof. Hans Bertram, Humboldt University, Berlin.• 

Prof. Claudine Attias-Donfut, Edgar-Morin Centre, • 
School of higher studies in Social Sciences, Paris.

Prof. Chiara Saraceno, Social Sciences Research Center, Berlin.• 

Prof. Susan Golombok, Director, Centre for Family Research, Cambridge University.• 

Dr. Albert Kraler, International Centre for Migration, Vienna.• 

Prof. Edward Melhuish, Director, Institute for the Study of Children, Families & Social Issues, • 
Birkbeck, University of London.

Prof. Rosa Rosnati, Catholic University of the Sacred Heart, Milan.• 

Prof. Lieselotte Ahnert, Department of Developmental Psychology and • 
Psychological Assessment, Vienna. 

Prof. Jennifer Mason, Morgan Centre for Study of Relationship and Personal Life, • 
University of Manchester, UK.

Prof. Meinrad Perrez, Department of Psychology, University of Fribourg. • 
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IMPORTANT DATES:

Submission Symposium Abstracts   1. February 2012

Announcement: Open symposia   15. February 2012

Submission of Paper Abstracts   1. March 2012

Submission of Poster Abstracts   1. March 2012

Notifi cation to Authors     1. May 2012

Early Bird Registration    1. June 2012

Final Registration     15. September 2012

Join the ESFR! 

Help us to support research and training in family science, where we can exchange 
and disseminate ideas, receive education, and extend our knowledge on family rela-
tions. Become a member and you will receive the following benefi ts:

• Bi-annual newsletter

• Free issues of “Family Science” and 10% discount on Routledge books

• Congress registration discounts

• Voting and offi ce holding rights

• Network building opportunities within the ESFR community, and fi nancial support 
for ESFR network meetings.

For more information, please visit our webpage at www.esfr.org and direct your mem-
bership request to the ESFR secretary at ruth.limmer@ohm-hochschule.de
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Institute Spotlight
Federal Institute for Population Research

The Federal Institute for Population Research (Bundesin-
stitut für Bevölkerungsforschung (BiB)) is a government 
research organisation, which deals with the causes and 
consequences of demographic changes. Population re-
search, policy advice and knowledge transfer into the 
wider public are the main tasks of the Institute. The BiB 
conducts fundamental research, answers population-re-
lated questions to the federal ministries and represents 
the Federal Government in international cooperation in 
population matters, e.g. at the United Nations.

To cover a wide range of research topics, it is a multidis-
ciplinary research institute with sociologists, economists, political scientists, geographers, and statisticians 
working together; currently there are 37 employees, among them 29 scientists and 8 administrative staff. 
The researchers are also involved in academic teaching. The BiB offers a doctoral programme for its young 
scientists. National and international research projects as well as the hosting and exchange of visiting 
scholars strengthens collaborations with other research centers, universities and networks on the national 
and international levels. The academic research program is advised by a Board of Trustees consisting of 9 
academic members, 7 representatives of federal departments, as well as 2 representatives of the Länder 
(i.e. regional states).

Comparative Population Studies - Zeitschrift für Bevölkerungswissenschaft (CPoS) is one of the publication 
series which is edited by the BiB. It is a peer-reviewed interdisciplinary scientifi c journal on demography, 
population and family studies and publishes articles in English and German. Submissions in both languages 
are welcome at all times. For detailed information, visit our webiste: www.comparativepopulationstudies.de

The research activities focus on four research areas: 

1. Reproductive behavior, changing living arrangements:

In this research area, the Institute explores the determinants that infl uence reproductive behavior in 
Germany and Europe. For this purpose, both cultural and structural factors are examined. Among cultural 
factors, models play an important role. With regard to structural effects, the research team examines dif-
ferentiated social, ethnic and regional issues. 

2. Spatial mobility in a life-course perspective:

The BiB studies the issue of spatial mobility by focusing on two aspects. On the one hand, national and inter-
national migration and its impact on Germany are examined. In particular, the immigration and emigration of 
highly skilled workers as well as marriage migration are important aspects of this research. On the other hand, 
the research deals with the increasing relevance of occupational mobility in Europe and its consequences for 
family, social integration and well-being. Both fi elds of mobility research adopt a life-course perspective.

3. Challenges and opportunities in an aging society:

The third research area deals with aspects of an aging society. As the population in Germany is expected to 
age in the foreseeable future, the researchers explore the consequences and - in particular - the advanta-
ges of an aging society. Today the elderly are generally healthier compared to previous generations. Parti-
cularly the research work focuses on how older people can use their individual resources to get involved in 
employment, in voluntary work and in supporting the family.
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4. Long-term observation and documentation of demographic trends:

This research group deals with the long-term observation of demographic data. The data are collected, 
updated and edited for the website and are shown in tables and graphs. In the future, the Institute aims to 
offer a comprehensive online database that includes historical data as well as longer time series. The data 
are available at www.bib-demografi e.de. An English version of the site is planned. Furthermore, this group 
conducts research on the topics of mortality and world population trends. 

For more information please visit our web page: www.bib-demografi e.de, or contact us directly:
Federal Institute for Population Research (BiB), Friedrich-Ebert-Allee 4, 65185 Wiesbaden, Germany
Phone: ++49 (0)611 75 - 2235, Fax: ++49 (0)611 75 - 3960, E-mail: bib@destatis.de

Current Research Projects of some ESFR members

The regulation of mothers’ negative emotions 
during discipline encounters: relationship bet-
ween types of disciplinary practices in daily 
life and toddlers’ behaviour problems

Project description: 
Parenting is often described as very rewarding but 
challenging. It involves being subject to strong posi-
tive as well as negative emotions. Although positive 
emotions decidedly play an important role in parent-
child interactions, this study attempts to understand 
how the management of negative emotions infl u-
ences parental guidance in terms of responses to 
discipline-related issues with their young children 
(18 to 36 months) in an everyday setting.
During the toddler period (18 months and 3 years), 
children are becoming aware that they are separate 
individuals and are eager to explore the world, as-
sert themselves and act independently but do not 
yet have the capacity to anticipate danger. They still 
have limited self-control and fi nd it diffi cult to wait, 
share and take turns. In the process of guiding the 
behavior of their young children, parents have fre-
quent confl ictual interactions with them which often 
give rise to negative emotions such as anger, ten-
sion and frustration.
Discipline in early childhood: The methods parents 
use for managing child misbehaviour during these 
early years are important as they contribute to chil-
dren’s social and emotional skills and could lead to 
a stable pattern of interaction between parents and 
their children. 
Negative emotions and discipline: Previous stud-
ies have shown that, in general, parents who ex-
perience high negative emotion when faced with a 
standard misbehaving child are more likely to use 
ineffective disciplinary measures such as yelling. 
More specifi cally, individuals who are prone to anger 
bursts are more likely to use over-reactive meas-
ures when dealing with a misbehaving child. How-
ever, negative emotions are not always harmful in 
parent-child interactions. Parents must set limits as 
well as discourage inappropriate child behaviour in 
order to promote the acquisition of important val-
ues and socially desirable behaviours. The problem 
arises, however, when negative emotions are so in-
tense that they interfere with child developmental 

goals. In addition, certain disciplinary methods are 
believed to be linked to the development and main-
tenance of child behaviour problems.
This study examines the impact of mothers’ man-
agement of their negative emotions during discipline 
encounters on types of disciplinary practices and the 
relation between ineffective disciplinary practices 
with child behaviour problems using an Ecological 
Assessment Method.

Contact: 
Christina Moses Passini (fregene2@unige.ch), Unité 
de recherche, Service Universitaire de Psychiatrie de 
l’Enfant et de l’Adolescent (SUPEA) ; Rue du Bugnon 
25A, 1011 Lausanne, Switzerland

In-law relations and family functioning in Ko-
reanic, Russian, Polish and German Families

Project description: 
Family members views of in-law relations in the 
context of family functioning, transgenerational pat-
terns (divorce, critical life events etc.), personality 
traits (Big Five etc.) and relational patterns will be 
studied.
In cooperation with Prof. Dr. Lee, N., Seoul Cy-
ber University (namok-lee@hanmail.net); Prof. Dr. 
Moon, Y., Mokdong Institute of Familiy Therapy, Seoul 
(moonyonggap@hotmail.com ); Prof. Dr. E. Spiegel, 
University of Vechta, Germany (egon. spiegel@uni-
vechta.de) Institut für Familienpsychologie Olden-
burg (info@gsp-weser-ems.de ).

Contact:
Prof. Dr. Peter Kaiser (peter.kaiser@uni-vechta.de), 
University of Vechta, Germany

Factors and dimensions predicting success of 
the mediation contract in family court mediation 
in Korea and Germany - a longitudinal study

Project description: 
Chances of contract and the rated variables of ef-
fectiveness and effi ciency of the processes and the 
results by parties, mediators and lawyers before and 
after mediation, and one year later, will be studied. 
The goal is to examine, how relevant the evidence- 
based success predictors of psychotherapy and 
counseling in mediation are.
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In cooperation with Prof. Dr. Lee, N., Seoul Cy-
ber University (namok-lee@hanmail.net); Prof. Dr. 
Moon, Y., Korea Institute for Confl ictmanagement 
and Mediation and The Family Court Seoul, Seoul 
(moonyonggap@hotmail.com); Judge Insa Paul, 
Amtsgericht Kiel, (Insa.Paul@AG-Kiel.LandSH.de); 
Judge M. A. Gabler, Landgericht Kiel, (Andrej.Ga-
bler@LG-Kiel.LandSH.de); Institut für Familienpsy-
chologie Oldenburg (info@gsp-weser-ems.de ).

Contact:
Prof. Dr. Peter Kaiser (peter.kaiser@uni-vechta.de), 
University of Vechta, Germany

Albert, I.; Trommsdorff, G.; & Sabatier, C. (2011). 
Patterns of relationship regulation: German and 
French adolescents’ perceptions with regard to 
their mothers. Family Science, Vol 2(1), 58-67.

Ávila, M.; Cabral, J.; & Mena Matos, P. (2011). 
Parental attachment and romantic relationships 
in emerging adults: The role of emotional regula-
tion processes. Family Science, Vol 2(1), 13-23.

Baviskar, S; & Christensen, E. (2011). Childhood 
sexual abuse of women in Greenland and its 
developmental correlates among their children. 
International Journal of Circumpolar Health. Vol 
70(1), 29-36.

Bertoni, A.; Donato, S.; & Ranieri, S. (2010). Pro-
moting the parental bond: An example of inter-
vention and its evaluation [Italian]. Psicologia 
dell’educazione. Vol 4(2), 177-200. 

Bodenmann, G.; & Randall, A. K. (2011). Common 
factors in the enhancement of dyadic coping. Be-
havior Therapy, 5.

Buist, K.L.; Deković, M.; & Gerris, J.R.M. (2011). 
Dyadic family relationships and adolescent inter-
nalizing and externalizing problem behavior: Ef-
fects of positive and negative affect. Family Sci-
ence, Vol 2(1), 34-42.

Cina, A.; Röösli, M.; Schmid, H.; Lattmann, U.P.; 
Fäh, B.; Schönenberger, M.; Kern-Scheffelt, W.; 
Randall, A.K.; & Bodenmann, G. (2011). En-
hancing positive development of children: Effects 
of a multilevel randomized controlled interven-
tion on parenting and child problem behavior. 
Family Science, Vol 2(1), 43-57.

Colesso, W.; & L’Abate, L. (2011). Spaces of Re-
lational Creativity: reachable competence or 
fancy? In: Columbus, A. M. (ed.), Advanced in 
Psychological Research. Volume 83 (pp. 79-97). 
New York: Nova Publisher.

Frascarolo, F.; Fivaz, E.; & Favez, N. (2011). Co-
parenting in family-infant triads: The use of ob-
servation in systemic interventions. In: McHale, 
James P; Lindahl, Kristin M (eds). Coparenting: 
A conceptual and clinical examination of family 

systems. (pp. 211-230). xii, 314 pp. Washing-
ton, DC, US: American Psychological Associa-
tion; US.

Hoeve, M.; Dubas, J. S.; Gerris, J. R M.; van der 
Laan, P. H.; & Smeenk, W. (2011). Maternal and 
Paternal Parenting Styles: Unique and Combined 
Links to Adolescent and Early Adult Delinquency. 
Journal of Adolescence, Vol 34(5), 813-827.

Hoffmann, J.; Küken-Beckmann, H.; & Voss, H.-G. 
W. (2011). Stalking und häusliche Gewalt aus 
psychologischer Sicht (Stalking and domestic vi-
olence as seen from a psychological perspective) 
[German]. FPR Familie Partnerschaft Recht, Vol 
17(5), 211-213.

Kimmo, J.; & Kuronen, M. (eds.) (2011). Research 
on Families and Family Policies in Europe - Major 
Trends. In: Uhlendorff, U.; Rupp M. & Euteneuer 
M. (eds.). Wellbeing of Families in Future Europe. 
Challenge for Research and Policy. FAMILYPLAT-
FORM - Families in Europe Volume 1. Creative 
commons, 13-118.

Lent, R. W.; Nota, L.; Soresi, S.; Ginevra, M. C.; 
Duffy, R. D.; & Brown, S. D. (2011). Predicting 
the Job and Life Satisfaction of Italian Teachers: 
Test of a Social Cognitive Model. Journal of Voca-
tional Behavior, Vol 79(1), 91-97.

Michels, T.; Albert, I.; & Ferring, D. (2011). Emo-
tional relations with grandparents and received 
support: The adolescent view. Journal of Inter-
generational Relations, Vol 9(3), 1-17.

Nota, L.; Soresi, S.; Ferrari, Lea; & Wehmeyer, 
M. L. (2011). A multivariate analysis of the self-
determination of adolescents. Journal of Happi-
ness Studies, Vol 12(2), 245-266.

Soresi, S.; Ferrari, L.; & Nota, L. (2010). Career 
counselors and university career services in Ita-
ly [Italian]. GIPO Giornale Italiano Di Psicologia 
Dell’Orientamento. Vol 11(2), 3-11. 

Paleari, F. G.; Regalia, C.; & Fincham, F. D. (2011). 
Inequity in forgiveness: Implications for personal 
and relational well-being. Journal of Social and 
Clinical Psychology. Vol 30(3), 297-324.

Recent Publications of some ESFR members

Criteria, personal and systemic factors in jeal-
ousy in different types of partnership

Inner working models, criteria, vulnerability and 
coping with jealousy in different types of couples 
(marital, non-marital, homosexual, older, younger, 
swinger couples) and personality traits (Big Five, at-
tachment style etc.) will be studied.
In cooperation with the Institut für Familienpsycho-
logie Oldenburg (info@gsp-weser-ems.de).

Contact:
Prof. Dr. Peter Kaiser (peter.kaiser@uni-vechta.de), 
University of Vechta, Germany
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Roskam, I.; Meunier, J.-C.; & Stievenart, M. (2011). 
Parent Attachment, Childrearing Behavior, and 
Child Attachment: Mediated Effects Predicting 
Preschoolers’ Externalizing Behavior. Journal of 
Applied Developmental Psychology, Vol 32(4), 
170-179. 

Schar, M.; & Bodenmann, G. (2011). Changes in 
symptoms during treatment of depression. In-
trapersonal and interpersonal predictors of the 
patient and spouse [German]. Zeitschrift fur Kli-
nische Psychologie und Psychotherapie: Forsc-
hung und Praxis. Vol 40(1), 42-52.

Schoebi, D.; Karney, B. R.; & Bradbury, T.N. (2011). 
Stability and Change in the First 10 Years of Mar-
riage: Does Commitment Confer Benefi ts Beyond 
the Effects of Satisfaction? Journal of Personality 
and Social Psychology. Advance online publica-
tion. doi:10.1037/a0026290.

Sgaramella, T. M; & Soresi, S. S. (2010). Models 
of neuropsychological assessment and the anal-
ysis of everyday life diffi culties: Evidence from 
executive functions. International Journal of 
Child Health and Human Development, Vol 3(3), 
251-270.

Shlomo, S. B.; Ben-Ari, O. T.; Findler, L.; Sivan, 
E.; & Dolizki, M. (2010). Becoming a Grandmoth-
er: Maternal Grandmothers’ Mental Health, Per-
ceived Costs, and Personal Growth. Social Work 
Research, Vol 34(1), 45-57. 

Soresi, S.; Nota, L.; & Wehmeyer, M. L. (2011). 
Community Involvement in Promoting Inclusion, 
Participation and Self-Determination. International 
Journal of Inclusive Education, Vol 15(1), 15-28.

Szabo, N.; Dubas, J.S.; Karreman, A.; van Tuijl, C.; 
Dekovic, M.; & van Aken, M.A.G. (2011). Under-
standing human biparental care: Does partner 
presence matter? Early Child Development and 
Care, Vol 181(5), 639-647.

Voss, H.G. W. (2010). Stalking und häusliche Ge-
walt – Neue Ergebnisse (Stalking and domestic vi-
olence – new results) [German]. In: Weisser Ring 
(Ed.), Stalking: Wissenschaft, Gesetzgebung und 
Opferhilfe. Baden-Baden: Nomos Verlag, 34-53.

Voss, H.-G. W. (2011). Häusliche Gewalt, Stalking 
und Familiengerichtsverfahren (Domestic vio-
lence, stalking, and family court) [German]. FPR 
Familie Partnerschaft Recht, Vol 17(5), 199-203.

Voss, H.-G. W. (2011). Zur Wirksamkeit des Ge-
waltschutzgesetzes und des § 238 StGB (Evalu-
ation of Gewaltschutzgesetz and § 238 Penal 
Code) [German]. Praxis der Rechtspsychologie, 
Vol 21(2), 324-340.

Wouters, E.; Larson, J.K.; Dubas, J.S.; & Geenen, 
R. (2011). Different mechanisms underlie post-
menarcheal increase in depression and weight. 
International Journal of Behavioral Medicine, Vol 
18(3), 254-259.

A word from the co-editors ...

We are glad to be able to send out the 2011 Autumn/Winter issue of the Newsletter to all ESFR 
members. It is almost the end of the year which gives us the opportunity to wish you a happy 
holiday season and a Merry Christmas. We also wish you all the best and every success for 
2012.

We sincerely hope to see you at the next ESFR congress in Lillehammer in September 2012. 
We encourage you to submit your very best work to the organisers of this congress in order to 
make this event as successful as the last one was in Milan.

As always, please do not hesitate to circulate our Newsletter widely. And if you are interested 
in making things visible to all members and friends of the ESFR via the Newsletter, then please 
write to silvia.ruppenthal@destatis.de.

The ESFR Newsletter is published electronically twice a year. All members are informed about 
editorial deadlines in advance via email. Please look out for these mailings in Spring and in 
Autumn!

The newsletter co-editors:

Silvia Ruppenthal, Federal Institute for Population Research, Wiesbaden, Germany, silvia.rup-
penthal@destatis.de

Caroline Vandeleur, Department of Psychiatry, Lausanne University Hospital, Lausanne, Swit-
zerland, Caroline.Vandeleur@chuv.ch


